Case study  
Mountaineer Piyali Basak from Chandannagar, Hooghly who went missing for more than 24 hours soon after successfully scaling Makalu (8481m), the fifth-highest mountain in the world has been finally rescued by a three-member Sherpa team.The 35-year-old had left her residence on March 9, 2023 intending to summit both Makalu and Mt. Annapurna one after another. Piyali, barely a month back, had scaled Annapurna (8091m) on April 17. However, after her successful Annapurna venture, Piyali had to return home on April 24 as her father Tapan Basak fell ill. She again left on April 27, and reached Makalu base camp in the first week of May. Piyali who is a teacher at Kanailal Primary School has made history in May last year by becoming the first Indian woman to have climbed Mount Everest without supplemental oxygen. Mountaineer Piyali Basak from Chandannagar, Hooghly who went missing for more than 24 hours soon after successfully scaling Makalu (8481m), the fifthhighest mountain in the world has been finally rescued by a three-member Sherpa team.The 
35-year-old had left her residence on March 9, 2023 intending to summit both Makalu and 
Mt. Annapurna one after another. Piyali, barely a month back, had scaled Annapurna (8091m) on April 17. However, after her successful Annapurna venture, Piyali had to return home on April 24 as her father Tapan Basak fell ill. She again left on April 27, and reached 
Makalu base camp in the first week of May. Piyali who is a teacher at Kanailal Primary School has made history in May last year by becoming the first Indian woman to have climbed Mount Everest witqhout supplemental oxygen. 
 
 
 
Answer the following questions  
 
Q1. Who is Piyali Basak and where is she from? 
  
Q2. What is the name of the fifth-highest mountain that Piyali climbed? 
  
Q3. What are the risks associated with high-altitude mountaineering that could result in a climber going missing? How can these risks be mitigated? 
Q4. What record did Piyali set on Mount Everest in May last year? 
  
Q5. How can Piyali’s story inspire others? 
 
 
 
